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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

Peter van Oosterom is professor of GIS Technology at the Faculty of Architecture and the Built 

Environment. This chair concentrates on the spatial information infrastructure. Central point is the 

durable geo information that can be shared, re-used, based on joint definitions of data sets and 

services. Proceeding from technology and technology development the chair aims to contribute to 

the realisation of a spatial data infrastructure based on vario scale spatiotemporal 2D – 5D models 

and processes for applications areas like cadastre and  real-time GIS. The GIS Technology chair 

efforts result in true impact on society. For example, the topology, 3D geometry and validation 

research results are now part of the Oracle spatial Database Management System. Together with the 

Dutch cadastre the chair introduced a world-wide standard for the land administration domain 

model (ISO 19152). Van Oosterom manages the Varioscale geo-information project. With this 

project a new concept named "vario-scale" is proposed, where the data once stored in a vario-scale 

data structure can be used for generating all wanted scales in a smooth digital way. He is in charge 

of the Massive point clouds project. Within this project several novel and innovative eScience 

techniques will be developed. The chair also hosts international events and publishes corresponding 

proceedings. ‘With our activities we have a significant impact on the international geo-information 

research agenda’, says Van Oosterom. 

 


