THE CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF

INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS IN ZANZIBAR

INTRODUCTION

«Definition

« informal settlements are defined as residential houses
built on “planned” and “unplanned” areas which do
not have formal planning approval. They are
characterized mostly by the low quality houses and
the lack of, or inadequate infrastructure and social
services.

= Informal Settlement (I1S) has been perceived both as a
problem and solution to housing needs

= Recent studies and surveys show that about 70 per cent
(272,106) of the urban population in Zanzibar live
in informal settlements.
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=The Revolution of 1964, produced radical changes
on the socio-economic and political landscape
including the nationalization of all lands in the
country

=Distribution of 3-acre plots to “landless” families.

=The new Government adopted a socialist path and
embarked on a number of development projects,
including housing scheme which aimed at providing
decent houses to all inhabitants.

= The Government on its side, turned a blind eye to
the burgeoning IS as it still believed that the new
housing scheme would eventually absorb the slums
or vibanda (huts)

ZANZIBAR FACT SHEET

eLand Area: 2,654 sq. km

=Population: 998,443 (Pop. Census of 2002)
=Main Sectors: Agriculture and Tourism

*GDP per capita: About US $ 200

BACKGROUND

=|S, as it is defined today, was not considered by the
authority as illegal; residents were “allowed to do just as
they liked”

=expansion of trade during the early 19th. century resulted
in the booming growth of the population and the town of
Zanzibar itself

« In 1923 the gov’'t commissioned a study issues
related to housing (Lancaster Plan of 1923)

= The Lancaster Plan was followed by the first planning law;
the Town and Country Planning Decree, Cap. 85 of 1955,
which is still in use today
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Block of flats at Michenzani, built immediately after the
Revolution.
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«the government of “the Third Phase” prepared and implemented
the first ERP (of 1986) which contained a number of neo-classical
economic policies, including trade liberalization, privatization,
devaluation, removal of food subsidies and downsizing of the
public sector.

=The Chinese Master Plans
- prepared plans for various neighbourhoods

- The implementation of the Master plans could not produce eno
residential plots

This period witnessed a massive growth and expansion of the IS; as
areas on the edge of the neighbourhood units, as proposed by the
Master Plan were considered as “free zones” and squatting was
taking place in an unprecedented fashion
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