
PS 2 – Emergency and Natural Resource Management 
Avi Shapira 
On Earthquake Preparedness in Israel (3508) 
 
FIG Working Week 2009 
Surveyors Key Role in Accelerated Development 
Eilat, Israel, 3-8 May 2009 

1/1

On Earthquake Preparedness in Israel 
 

Avi SHAPIRA 
Chairman of the Earthquake Preparedness Committee, Jerusalem 

Ex-Director of the Geophysical Institute of Israel 
 

 
ABSTRACT 
 
Apart from organizational aspects of preparing for strong earthquake, that eventually will 
occur, there are conceptual aspects which involve prevention acts and response that should be 
clarified and hopefully accepted by different disciplines involved with earthquake 
preparedness. The presentation will refer to some of these aspects and their implementation 
by the national earthquake preparedness committee. 
 
As an interesting case, the unusual seismic activity in south Lebanon and its implications in 
the context of earthquake preparedness will be discussed. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
 
Dr. Avi Shapira has a BSc. From Bar Ilan University, Israel and a Doctor of Science from 
Upsala University, Sweden. He has training experience of institutions in Israel, USA, Sweden, 
South Africa, UK and Italy. He held positions in many countries, including service as the 
Director General of the Geophysical Institute of Israel and as the Director of the International 
Seismological Centre UK. At present he serves as the Chairman of the National   Earthquake 
Preparedness Committee in Israel. 
 
CONTACTS 
 
Dr. Avi Shapira 
Chairman of the Earthquake Preparedness Committee, Jerusalem 
Ex-Director of the Geophysical Institute of Israel 
ISRAEL 


