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The Locus Letter proposes that a 
broader, shared understanding of 
the risks and remedies related to 

the uses of location data can 
improve standards of practice and 

help protect people and the 
public interest.



Activities Document Type
• Locus Charter (Benchmark Initiative & EthicalGEO) Global Strategic Principles

o ODI Data Ethics Canvas
o GEO - Data Working Group Ethics Best Practices Geonovum - Ethical 

Framework
o OGC - GeoEthics adhoc

Frameworks / Best Practices

• W3C SDWWG - Responsible Use Guide
• Godan - Code of Ethics Toolkit
• SDSN TReNDS - Data Collaboration Contracts
• Omidyar Network - Ethics Explorer
• DevGRG - Ethical Research Guidelines for Development

Guides / Guidelines / 
Templates

o URISA / GISCI (EE. UU.)
o SEIC (Australia and New Zealand)
o RICS (United Kingdom)
o ASPRS (US)

Codes of ethics

Denise McKenzie. 2021.



https://www.urisa.org/clientuploads/directory/Documents/CodeofEthics.pdf

Will Craig, de la Universidad de Minnesota



Surveys: 
ethical use of 
geospatial data 
(2021 – 2022)

Existence of 

National regulation Existence of 

Education 

Americas: national members and academia

Europe: academia Existence of 

Education 

8 questions – 90 responses

8 questions –
40 responses

9 questions – 16 responses- national members



Survey regarding 
education in the 
ethical use of 
geospatial data



América 
Europa

Results



Survey 
responses

Europe´s Survey

America´s Survey



Including in the future…

Europe´s Survey

America´s Survey



Some 
comments 
made

Actualmente no se toca este tema pero nos 
interesa mucho aprender mas al respecto Parabéns pela iniciativa, tópico muito

importante.

Muchas veces encontramos mapas que 
cuentan historias distintas a la realidad, a 
veces hechos de manera no intencionada pero
a veces hechas con dolo para modificar la 
percepción del lector.

Please define what should be considered as 
ethical use of geographic data.

The topic of ethics is very important. I see a 
clear relationship of geospatial science with 
SDGs, cooperation and humanitarian aid.

I suggest adding at least 1-2 lessons in every 
course outline about ethics, integrity, diversity, 
complexity, the inclusion of data, sharing data, 
and use of data. This should be given to not 
only university students but also to primary to 
high school students. I also suggest arranging 
short training courses in this regards for 
practitioners, engineers etc.

I consider it would be fundamental to include 
this topic at all levels of teaching. I would like 
to include it in already existing activities. I 
would very much appreciate having the training 
myself in order to expand my knowledge and 
filter the topics of importance for my students

As well as mentioning ethics and data 
protection on the spatial databases course, we 
also provide a 2-hour introduction to ethics for 
all undergraduate and MSc students in our 
department. This includes general ethics -
ensuring that people are aware of what they are 
consenting to - and some focus on GDPR and in 
particular how location privacy is important and 
location is considered personal data, as well as 
how people can be identified not only directly 
but indirectly through their answers. We also 
include (on one of our programming modules) 
the importance of HTTPS for security of 
location information.

Data ethics will become a larger component in 
my Geospatial courses

I often touch on data aggregation and 
anonymizing data, but I think I need to be more 
explicit in discussing issues of ethics with GIS 
and spatial analysis.There is a gap in geospatial teaching materials 

and thus an opportunity to create. in this area, 
across the interdisciplinary geospatial 
communities.

Need more information regarding standards or 
common agreed ethical use of geographic 
data. If it already exists, unfortunately, I do not 
know where I can access it.

No conocía este aspecto acerca de los datos. 
Por un lado, es un tema interesante pero las 
clases están ya saturadas con conceptos



Michael Davis, 1999.

The Pennsylvania State University. 

Experiences:

Michael Davis, 1999.



CASE STUDIES



https://www.gisci.org/Portals/0/Ethics/CodeOfEthics_PR.pdf

CODE OF 
ETHICS

https://www.gisci.org/Portals/0/Ethics/CodeOfEthics_PR.pdf


Preliminary 
conclusions 
Ethics in GI

• Strong need for ethics as a topic in geospatial education 
(including principles, procedures, consequences, 
standardization)

• General awareness for the topic in academic curricula

• Already an important topic

• Becoming even more important

THE ROLE OF ACADEMIA IS 

THE GATEWAY OF GEO-

ETHICS



Questions?

PhD. Rosario Casanova
casanova@fing.edu.uy


