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Inaugural Address by the Minister for Land Management,
Cooperatives, and Poverty Alleviation, Hon' Balaram Adhikari

Chairperson of this ceremony and President of the Nepal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, Mr.
Tirtha Bahadur Pradhanang,

FIG President, esteemed Dr. Diane Dumashie,
Distinguished guests, and all esteemed participants of this grand conference,
Warm greetings to you all!

First and foremost, on behalf of the Government of Nepal, | extend a heartfelt welcome to all the
international guests and invitees participating in this conference, hosted in Nepal—a land blessed by
the peace messenger, Lord Buddha, the world’s highest peak, Mt. Everest, and unparalleled natural
beauty. | also wish to express my gratitude to the organizers for conducting this significant event
jointly by the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG) and the Nepal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors (NICS).

This conference, focused on addressing shared land-related challenges posed by climate change,
particularly in the Asian region, provides the Ministry of Land Management, Cooperatives, and
Poverty Alleviation, along with its affiliated institutions—the Land Management Training Center and
the Survey Department—the opportunity to contribute as institutional partners. We view this as an
important learning event.

In today’s world, climate change is a global challenge. It is not just a concern for a specific geography
but a shared global issue. One of the greatest challenges of humanity is dealing with natural and
human-induced disasters. The topics of land use and its management are directly linked to climate
change and disaster risk reduction. Recently, climate-responsive land management and good land
governance have become globally significant issues of discussion and debate.

In Nepal, a country rich in natural beauty and biodiversity, we have faced the impacts of climate
change, including floods and landslides, which not only affect the environment but also pose risks to
the socio-economic and cultural aspects of society. Addressing these challenges is crucial for the
sustainable development and prosperity of our nation. This conference is both relevant and timely in
addressing the challenges posed by climate change.
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We anticipate that this conference will delve into the impacts of climate change and disaster-related
events on land use, land rights, and land ownership, and propose concrete recommendations for
mitigating these impacts and informing government policies. | am pleased to learn from the FIG
President Dr. Diane Dumashie that Call to Action” will be issued at the conclusion of the conference.
This document, | believe, will provide a clear roadmap for adapting Nepal’s land management systems
to climate change, enhancing disaster resilience, building the capacity of personnel in this field,
adopting modern technologies, exchanging best practices, and fostering regional and international
collaboration.

Although Nepal has made efforts to establish constitutional, policy, and legal frameworks for
addressing climate change and disaster management, further debate on the impacts of climate
change on land management is necessary. Our ministry has already initiated policy discussions on the
interrelationship between land and climate change. The National Land Policy 2018 aims to address
challenges such as ensuring land ownership security, providing safe and organized housing,
protecting agricultural land, ensuring food security, conserving the environment, reducing poverty,
and managing risks posed by climate change through sustainable solutions to land-related issues.

To achieve long-term benefits through proper land use and effective management, we have initiated
land classification efforts in coordination with local governments. In line with Nepal’s Constitution
and land-related laws, we are moving forward with legal and institutional arrangements to manage
landless Dalits, landless squatters, and unorganized settlers. We are mindful of ensuring that
resettlement does not occur in high-risk areas.

In the context of sustainable land management, we aim to make surveying, mapping, and geographic
data collection more efficient, cost-effective, and citizen-oriented through the use of advanced
technologies.

Finally, | expect the active participation of all attendees in achieving the objectives of this conference.
| firmly believe that this event, organized to address the global concerns of climate change and its
impacts on land governance, disaster management, and land rights, will contribute significantly to
the formulation of Nepal’s prosperous land management plans. The evidence-based discussions and
interactions arising from this conference will serve as milestones for future policy development.

| extend my best wishes for the full success of this conference. | hope the stay of all distinguished
experts and scholars representing various countries will be pleasant and memorable here in Nepal.

Thank you!
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